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Summary

This report examines the indicators relat-
ed to health expenditures in 2016 with
the aim of assessing the current health
system of Iran in progress towards the
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) af-
ter two years of implementation of the
Health Transformation Plan (HTP). In this
reportX the household expenditure_in-
come survey data with a sample size of
38033 households is used. BesidesX the
consumer price index for urban and rural
households in 2016 considering the year
2011 as the base year is used for the pre-
sentation and examination of health ex-
penditures based on constant prices. Due
to the lack of precise method for choos-
ing resources and threshold values in the
calculation of the catastrophic health
expenditures indexX the World Health
Organization (WHO) methodology and
other common methods is used for cal-
culating the catastrophic health expendi-
ture indicator utilizing different threshold
values. AlsoX the impoverishing impact
of out of pocket health payments is eval-
uated using WHO method and based on
international and national poverty lines
(1.9¥ 3.1X 4K 5.5X and 6 dollars) to pro-
vide international comparisons. Based on
the results obtained in this reportX the
average out of pocket health payments
per capita and per year in the total pop-
ulation was 1940613 Rials and in urban
and rural populations were 2254490 and

1092368 Rials in 2016 respectively. Also
5.34% of total consumption expendi-
tures of households were consumed di-
rectly from the pocket for health services.
In examining the share of various types
of health services to the total out of pock-
et payments; medicines had the largest
share of out of pocket payments in 2016
(30.21%). In this reportX the index of cat-
astrophic health expenditure as exceed-
ing out of pocket health payments from
25% of total consumption expenditures
and 40% of capacity to pay was 3.82%
and 2.37%NX respectively. AlsoX results
indicate that the catastrophic health ex-
penditure occurred in populations of the
fifth quintile more than other quintiles.
The impoverishment health expenditure
using WHO method and based on inter-
national and national poverty lines $1.9
and $5.5 was 0.6X 0.03 and 1.55 percentX
respectively in 2016. In the endX accord-
ing to the results of this reportX Iran
has progressed towards UHC since the
launch of the HTPX but Iran needs effec-
tive interventions at the individualX de-
mographic and health system level for ef-
fective coverage with adequate financial
protection. The results indicated that Iran
is in the second zone in progress towards
UHC based on the division of the WHO (In
the fourth zonel effective coverage has
been achieved with adequate financial
protection).
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